
Calendar of 
Upcoming Events

13 December 9:30am
End of year volunteer celebration

Breakfast BBQ provided

20 December
Last volunteer day for the year

15 January
First volunteer day for the year

Community planting days 
resuming 18 February 2018

Further Information:
(02) 4964 9308

Kooragang Wetlands Volunteer Newsletter - Summer 2017

Volunteers

Volunteer program 2018

Community Garden

We are negotiating with Conservation Volunteers Australia who 
have expressed interest in helping us keep Kooragang Community 
Garden operating beyond 2018. 

Thanks to all the gardeners for their patience as we try to make 
gardening continue business as usual despite this fairly big change! 
Kath’s garden at the Schoolmasters House is another case in point,  
as we negotiate maintenance of the house and grounds, but 
meanwhile the veggies keep pouring out!

With changes in management of Ash Island, we are condensing 
our days for volunteering opportunities - please consider 
changing your days to Mon-Wed. and stay in touch with LLS staff 
about support arrangements (keys, sign-on, communication, 
supplies) if required. Community Gardens volunteers will have 
special arrangements for working independently on Fridays.

Come to the End of Year 

BBQ on 13th December!



Congratulations

Birds at Hexham Swamp

Removing Fences

At the recent NSW Coastal Conference Kooragang volunteers 
received the award for “Public Good” acknowledging all our efforts 
“whose actions have demonstrated over the past two to three years 
profound public benefits within the NSW Coastal zone”.

This award could not have been possible without dedicated 
volunteers over the years and the work that has been achieved by 
working together to look after and rehabilitate the Hunter Estuary.

Long-time project volunteers Bea and Vince Brooks received  
the award on behalf of the volunteers.

Weekly Kooragang volunteers have invested hundreds of 
hours removing fences accompanying revegetation work 
at City Farm - here’s a shot of some of the detail - unloading 
barbed wire at the metal recyclers.

What type of birds can you find around Hexham 
Swamp? We now have a link on the front page of 
our website to a video prepared by Lene Parashou. 
It is well worth watching. There is also a list of all the 
birds featured in the video (by order of appearance).

You can find out more about it at:  
www.kooragangwetlands.com

Great Harvest

Beautiful cauliflower grown by Kath Gibson in the 
Schoolmasters House garden; beetroot, rhubarb 
and more cauliflower from the Community Garden.



September, October & November Planting Days

Our last three Kooragang Landcare planting days have seen around 1,500 trees planted - the start of a patch 
extending from the community garden into former City Farm paddock 38 toward Nevs Nook.  
Big thanks to all our Sunday planters and of course the hardworking weekday maintenance teams who look 
after the many planting sites from infancy to maturity.

We like getting photos 
for use on our website 

and newsletters.  
If you have some to share, 

please do!

Media: Don’t forget to click around the Kooragang Wetlands website,  
our Instagram page and also receive updates via our Facebook page:

• www.kooragangwetlands.com 
• www.instagram.com/kooragang_wetlands
• www.facebook.com/kooragangvolunteers

Planting in the paddocks (above):  
Volunteers have been planting to create a corridor of trees.

Dendrocnide excelsa (bottom left):
Volunteer teams weeding, planting and protecting 
a unique rainforest specimen of Dendrocnide excelsa 
(stinging tree) on Ash Island. 

A morning’s work (bottom right):
After planting, the volunteers have morning tea.



Josh Ford

Edgeworth’s Josh Ford has continued his strong archery 
form by capturing his second straight national title.

The 15-year-old broke through for his first national crown 
last year then backed up the effort with a gold medal 
performance in the junior boys’ C grade at the 2016 World 
Field Archery Championships at Wagga Wagga last October. 

The St Paul’s High School, Booragul year 11 student was on 
target again and in such good form on the national stage 
that he shot his way into B grade and won the junior boys’ 
division at the Field Archery Championships in Ipswich.  
He had the overall best score for all junior boy grades  
and was named National IFA (International Field Archery)  
junior boys champion.

Bird News

Photos of Osprey nest in TransGrid tower at the intersection of Milhams Rd and The Lane; banded bird that 
used to have a nest in a TransGrid tower by coal railway line at the south east corner of Ash Island.

Join our volunteers for a morning planting trees.  
All the dates for our planting days can be found  
on our website at:  
www.kooragangwetlands.com

Thank you to all  the volunteers for your 
contributions this year, and look forward
to continuing the great work in 2018.


