
Estuary Family Festival Calendar of 
Upcoming Events

17 April 10am - 3pm
Estuary Family Festival

 
15 May 9:30am  

Volunteer Planting Day
Morning tea provided 

 
19 June 9:30am

Volunteer Planting Day
Morning tea provided

Further Information:
(02) 4964 9308

Greetings to all our volunteers! A little update to happenings on the island as we continue to move into 2016!

Kooragang Wetlands Volunteer Newsletter - Summer 2016

Come along to 

the Family Festival 

on 17th April

Bush Regeneration

Our new volunteer bush regen team 
will kick off on Thursday mornings 
from March 2nd with guided 
restoration activities removing invasive 
weeds from some of our established 
rainforest areas. Places still available.

Enjoy a fun filled day out with free 
activities for all ages, including: 
mangrove boardwalk tours, fishing 
clinics, reptiles and native animals from 
Taronga Zoo, weaving workshops, 
kids craft and activities, horse and 
cart rides, live music, facepainting, 
island bus tours, and more. Food and 
drinks will also be available. Pick up 
an Estuary Family Festival flyer at 
the Schoolmasters House, Ash Island 
or call us on 4964 9308 for more 
information about the big day on 
Sunday April 17, 10am - 3pm.

Planting

We had a very successful January 
planting, with an intermittent light 
drizzle perfect for plants, if not quite 
ideal for our planting team, who 
pushed on in raingear.  We planted, 
bagged and staked 380 plants and 
contributed to the ‘tree-lining’ of 
Cobban’s Track cycle/pedestrian route.

Look forward to future planting days 
planned for 2016 at Cobbans Track, 
Nev’s Nook, Riverside Park,  
Stockton Sandspit, Paddock 15, and 
Pilgrims Triangle. Come along and 
discover the distinct feel of these  
interestingly named sites!

Community Gardens

Our volunteer vege gardeners are 
churning out the produce at this time 
of the year, with wet spells broken 
by warm days. Cucumbers, zucchini, 
lettuce, basil, beans, beetroot, spring 
onions, and grapes are overflowing 
into the Schoolmasters House kitchen 
where we try to redistribute them  
to visitors and volunteers.

We like getting photos for use 
 on our website and newsletters.  

If you have some to share, please do!



Kushiro Visit Update

Mr Masahiro Mori, Mr Masato Yoshida, Mr Hiroya Ebina  
and Mr Yoshikatsu Kikuchi at the Schoolmasters House.

Stockton Sandspit

If you saw our last newsletter you may 
remember that a mayoral delegation 
from northern Japan visited Newcastle 
and Port Stephens in early November 
last year to renew a 21-year-old 
agreement that gives high priority to 
wetlands conservation.

Preservation of wetlands is vital to the 
continuation of annual bird migrations 
between wetlands of Hokkaido 
and the Hunter estuary, a non-stop 
journey of 8,500km.

Mayor Ebina, Newcastle City Deputy 
Lord Mayor Cr Michael Osborne and 
Port Stephens Mayor Bruce Mackenzie 
signed the reaffirmation on 
the 6th of November.

Amateur photographers were invited  
to take part in the inaugural  
Hunter Local Land Services (LLS) 
Shorebird Snapshot photographic 
competition that was held in November.  
The competition, which ran from  
15-22 November last year, asked 
photographers of all ages to capture 
images of the shorebirds that visit 
Stockton Sandspit, a unique sanctuary 
along the Hunter River in the  
Hunter Wetlands National Park. 
 The sandspit, at the northern end of 
Stockton Bridge and only 12 kilometres 
from Newcastle, is a bird watching 
haven where masses of long-legged 
migratory shorebirds – often hundreds 
at a time – gather and feed in the 
saltmarsh and mud flats of the  
Hunter Estuary.

Behind The Scenes

Big thanks to our weekly volunteers 
who do a lot of the behind the scenes 
preparation and maintenance work that 
really makes the revegetation successful.
Our shed volunteers are doing  
a much appreciated day-a-week follow 
up maintenance on previous plantings 
with brushcutter and line trimmer 
which is allowing the plants to get up 
above the vigorous grasses.

Media: Don’t forget to click around 
the Kooragang Wetlands website  
and receive all our updates  
via our Facebook page:

• www.kooragangwetlands.com

• www.facebook.com/kooragangvolunteers

Hunter Local Land Services

Some of our current staff projects:
• Riverbank mapping of the Lower Hunter River,  
 measuring vegetation and erosion damage  
 caused by stock access. 

• Cattle grazing in estuary floodplain pastures  
 using sustainable management techniques.


