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Background

The Shorebird Snapshot Photography Competition 
invites photographers of all ages to capture images 
of the shorebirds that visit Stockton Sandspit, a 
unique sanctuary along the Hunter River in the Hunter 
Wetlands National Park.

The competition provides budding photographers 
with an opportunity to photograph, and learn more 
about, the migratory shorebirds that visit the Hunter 
Estuary each year, why they need to be protected, 
and how they can be photographed in a way that 
minimises any negative impact on the birds and their 
habitat. 

About Stockton Sandspit

At the northern end of Stockton Bridge and only 12km 
from Newcastle, is a birdwatching haven where flocks 
of shorebirds gather and feed. You’ll find masses of 
long-legged shore birds – often hundreds at a time 
– gathering in the mangrove-ringed mud flats of the 
estuary.  
In summer there are staggering numbers of migratory 
birds, many of which are protected under international 
agreements.

The sandspit provides vital habitat for some 34 species 
of migratory shorebirds which fly more than 20,000 km 
round trip every year from breeding areas in Siberia, 
northern Asia and Alaska to spend the summer in the 
Hunter Estuary. These birds rest and feed at the sandspit 
before repeating their long flights home. 

The bar-tailed godwit makes the longest-known non-
stop flight of any bird – an unbelievable 11,000km from 
Alaska to Australia. 
At low tide visitors will experience the sandspit in 
maximum activity.  
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What will the judges be looking for?

The judges will be looking for images with a shorebird 
theme taken at Stockton Sandspit. 

This may include images of shorebirds, shorebird 
habitat, evidence of shorebirds such as footprints, 
their diet, and/or people observing and appreciating 
shorebirds.    

Competition Categories

Open

Entries in this category are open to those who are over 
18.

The photograph can be in colour or black and white.

1st prize = $500 gift voucher. 

School Student

Entrants in this category must be in Kindergarten to 
year 12.

1st prize = $150 gift voucher. 

‘People’s Choice’

This award will be presented to the image with the 
most online votes on the Hunter Local Land Services 
Facebook page. The person who took and/or submitted 
the image will not be identified. This image may or 
may not be one of the finalists from any of the other 
categories.

1st prize only = $300 gift voucher.

Runners up in each category will receive a prize pack. 

How it works?
• Entry is free. 

• The competition is open to amateur photographers 
of all ages.

• All photographs must have a shorebird theme 
and be taken at Stockton Sandspit, just north of 
Stockton Bridge 

• Photographs must be taken between 15-22 
November 2015

• Entrants are encouraged to attend the competition 
launch day on Sunday, 15 November. Entrants must 
register online for the launch day at  
www.hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

• Entries close at midnight on Sunday, 22 November 
2015

• The theme of the competition is the shorebirds of 
Stockton Sandspit - Images can be of shorebirds, 
shorebird habitat, evidence of shorebirds such as 
footprints, their diet, and/or people observing and 
appreciating shorebirds.

Competition launch day – 15 November 
2015
The competition launch day is on Sunday, 15 November, 
from 10am – 3pm at Stockton Sandspit. Entrants are 
invited to arrive/leave as they choose.

Hunter Local Land Services staff and Hunter Bird 
Observers Club representatives will be on-site on the 
day to provide assistance. There will be a sausage sizzle, 
cold drinks and coffee available for purchase.

Attendees must register online for the launch day at 
www.hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au. By registering, they can go 
into the draw to win one of three prize packs. 

The purpose of this event is to ensure minimal 
disturbance to the shorebirds by having entrants 
photograph them on one day, rather than causing 
ongoing disruption.

Entrants are encouraged to come along, however this 
is not compulsory. Entrants do not need to attend the 
launch day to enter the competition. Those entrants 
who are unable to attend the event, or who want to 
take another photo, are free to visit the sandspit at 
another time during that week.

http://www.hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au
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Rules of entry
1. The competition commences on Sunday, 15 

November.

2. Entries close at midnight on Sunday 22 November 
2015.

3. Entries should be emailed to competition.hunter@
lls.nsw.gov.au with the entry form and digital 
copies of your photo attached.

4. Hard copies will not be accepted, although if you 
are unable to email photos, a USB stick with photo 
and entry form can be mailed to Jane Lloyd-Jones, 
Hunter Local Land Services, Private Bag 2010 
Paterson NSW 2421.

5. Participants must first read and agree to the 
guidelines for photographing shorebirds on page 5 
of this document.

6. Subject matter is restricted to the theme Shorebirds 
of Stockton Sandspit.

7. Photographs must be taken at Stockton Sandspit, 
just north of Stockton Bridge. 

8. Photographs must be taken between 15 – 22 
November 2015, must be unpublished and should 
not have won any other competition open to the 
general public. 

9. One entry per person. 

10. The copyright of each entry submitted remains 
with the photographer, however, Hunter Local 
Land Services reserves the right to use any entry for 
promotional purposes. 

11. The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The judges are made up of one 
member of the Hunter Bird Observers Club; one 
staff member from Hunter Local Land Services; and 
one professional photographer.

12. Entries in the ‘people’s choice’ category will be 
uploaded anonymously to the Hunter Local Land 
Services facebook page, with the winner and 
runner-up of this category being the two entries 
with the most ‘likes’ on the Hunter Local Land 
Services facebook page. 

13. Notification of winning and runner-up entries will 
be sent via email and a phone call. The names of 
the winners and runners-up, and their photograph 
entries, will be published on the Hunter Local Land 
Services website and Facebook page. 

14. Prizes will be awarded as set out for each category 
to winners and runners-up. 

15. The Shorebird Snapshot Photographic 
Competition 2015 is open to ALL interested 
persons except judges of the competition; 
professional photographers; Hunter Local Land 
Services employees and their immediate family 
(householders); and Hunter Local Land Services 
Board members.

• Professional photographers, for the purposes of 
this competition, are deemed to be:

• A person who has an active Australian Business 
Number, and the main stream of business for 
that ABN is photography

• A person who promotes themselves as a 
professional photographer (eg has business 
cards and/or advertises their services)

16. Digital images must be a medium to high resolution 
(max 5MB) and emailed, along with entry form, to 
competition.hunter@lls.nsw.gov.au

17. Each photograph must be accompanied with 
the entrant’s name, address, contact telephone 
number(s), the title, location and date of the 
photograph and category it is entered into.

mailto:competition@hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au%20
mailto:competition@hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au%20
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Guidelines for photographing Shorebirds

Bird photography provides a way of increasing public 
appreciation and understanding of birds and their 
habitat. However, due to the widespread decline of 
shorebird populations, it is particularly important to 
ensure that the birds are left to feed and rest without 
causing disturbance that could pose additional threats 
to their survival.

Entrants are instructed to adhere to the following 
guidelines when photographing shorebirds and their 
habitat at Stockton Sandspit. 

Avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger 

Photographers should remain far enough away (at least 
100m) to avoid disturbing the birds. Disturbing a bird’s 
feeding area or nesting site can cause stress and fear 
that may drive the bird into an area where it is more 
vulnerable to predators. If the birds show any sign of 
agitation as a result of your presence, slowly retreat. 
Wait for the birds to approach you for closer shots.  

Don’t exceed 10 minutes near a nest

Too much time near the nest may unduly stress the 
birds. If other photographers are present, try to 
coordinate your time near the nest and leave the 
area together so the birds have at least 3 hours of 
undisturbed time.    

Never get close enough to cause the bird to leave 
its nest

Back off immediately if you flush a bird. Repeatedly 
flushing birds can mean they use up vital energy 
needed for other activities such as feeding. Stay far 
enough away so the birds do not change their behavior 
in response to your presence. Each time a bird is 
disturbed and forced to fly off while it is feeding or 
resting, it uses important energy reserves needed for 
survival, migration, and future breeding.

Do not modify a nest or its approaches in order to 
force the bird into a more photogenic position

Photographers must not ‘garden’ the area around a 
nest by removing branches or other objects which may 
block a clear view of the nest as this will increase the 
exposure of the nesting birds to weather and predation.  

Stay on marked trails 

Do not walk across the intertidal area as there may 
be eggs or chicks that aren’t visible. Keep habitat 
disturbance to an absolute minimum and do not leave 
any litter. 

Don’t specify the nest’s exact location when 
sharing or publishing photos

Advertising the birds’ nesting location may draw 
additional disturbance to the nest.

Limit the use of artificial light

The use of artificial light can stress a bird unnecessarily.

Encourage others to employ ethical practices 
when photographing birds

Consider the birds – always put the health and 
wellbeing of the birds first – consider the impact you 
as an individual and the group are having on birds and 
their environment. 
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Directions and parking
Stockton Sandspit is in the Stockton precinct of Hunter Wetlands National Park. 

To get there:

• Cross over the Stockton Bridge heading towards Stockton and Fern Bay

• Turn right at the roundabout, still heading towards Stockton.

• Turn right at your first opportunity, and then follow the road under the bridge
where you can park.

• Proceed on foot around the path for views of the mud flats

Parking is available beneath the bridge, a short walk from Stockton Sandspit.
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It’s a good idea to put sunscreen on before you set out 
and remember to take a hat and plenty of water.
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Shorebird Snapshot photography competition 2015 

ENTRY FORM

Entrant details

Entrant’s name:  

Entrant’s postal address:  

Entrant’s contact details: 

Phone: (bus)    Phone: (ah)  

   
Mobile:     Email:    

    
Entrant’s year at school:                                                                                     (for school student entrants)

Photo details (one photo per person)
 
Photo title:

 

Category:       Open    School student

Entry Checklist  

1.  Does your photo meet the entry requirements?  Yes       No 

2.  Have you provided medium to high resolution electronic copies of your photos?   Yes       No  
     (file size max 5MB)

3.  Have you provided your photo with your name & the photo title?  Yes       No 

4. Have you read the guidelines for photographing shorebirds on page 5?    Yes       No 

By signing this form, I declare that the information I have supplied in this entry form is true and correct and that I 
have read and agree to abide by the rules of entry.

Signature of entrant:        Date:         /        /  

(If not 18 or over at the closing date of the competition, please have a guardian or parent sign on your behalf)



For further information

Jane Lloyd-Jones

T: 02 4938 4958

E: jane.lloyd-jones@lls.nsw.gov.au

W: www.lls.nsw.gov.au/hunter

FB: Hunter Local Land Services

www.hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au
1300 795 299

mailto:jane.lloyd-jones@lls.nsw.gov.au
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