
October Planting Day at Riverside Park
Calendar of 

Upcoming Events

7 December 9:00am
End of Year BBQ Breakfast

The Shed, Ash Island

19 February 8:30am
Volunteer Planting Day
Morning tea provided

Further Information:
(02) 4964 9308

Kooragang Wetlands Volunteer Newsletter - Spring 2016

Best wishes for the New Year  
to all volunteers! Thank you 
for all the hard work this year 
in making the Hunter Estuary 
a healthier place to live.

Come to the End of Year

BBQ on 7th December!

On the third Sunday in October, twenty five of our regulars plus a couple of 
new volunteers joined in planting over 400 native local trees, shrubs, grasses 
and sedges, focusing on hardy riparian riverbank species at a strip along 
the north arm of the 
Hunter River, Ash Island. 
Afterwards we had time 
for a quick tour of the 
historic plantings over the 
past decades including 
a discussion of the river 
care principles we have 
demonstrated – off-stream 
watering and shade to 
take grazing pressure off 
riverbanks together with 
restored native vegetation 
on riverbanks and reduced 
nutrient runoff. We also 
identified and discussed 
the ‘Ash tree’ or Hard Quandong – after which the island was named. Note we 
meet on the third Sunday of the month for planting except December and 
January before recommencing on February 19th in the new year.



Currently in the exhibition called  
‘Ash Island. Turn Right at the bridge’  
at the John Hunter Children’s Hospital, Paul 
celebrates the Ash Tree (from which Ash Island 
gets it’s name) in the rainforest on the Island. 
It is a grand portrait of an elder which at the 
same time reflects a romantic memory of days 
gone by. It reminds me of the strength of  
the Scott family who were able to create such 
beauty and skill without any of the benefits  
of technology that we have today.

We like getting photos for use 
 on our website and newsletters.  

If you have some to share, please do!

November’s Planting Day was at Stockton Sandspit, 
where 220 plants were put in by volunteers during 
the morning. It was also an opportunity to see the 
migratory shorebirds that visit the Sandspit at this 
time of year from the Arctic including 108 Eastern 
Curlew, a species that became listed internationally 
as critically endangered in 2015.

November Planting Day

Interview with the artist Paul Kavanagh 
 with Rosie Heritage

“Ash Island is still fragile, but it is remembered as a treasured place, rich in 
moments of wonder, at the air, light and movement of the reeds, the song 
of the tiny Scarlet Honeyeater and the music of the she oaks in the wind.”

Many people have vivid memories of Ash Island. “It’s a wonderful place”.  
Paul Kavanagh could remember driving past the island one day (it was on 
the way to his father in law’s funeral). He was looking out the window.  
It was very comforting.

As an artist and interpreter of the wetland environment, Paul looks at forms 
within forms. He is fascinated by the repetition of form in botany - how 
trees as seeds start off life as a little half circle and as growth progresses, the 
shapes of these forms continue to repeat themselves in endless fractals.

Ash Island Mangroves

Ash Island Sedges

Ash Island Ash Tree

Ash Island. Turn Right at the bridge, will be shown in the corridors  
of John Hunter Children’s Hospital – Opening on December 7.

Media: Don’t forget to click around the Kooragang Wetlands website,  
our new Instagram page and also receive updates via our Facebook page:
• www.kooragangwetlands.com 
• www.instagram.com/kooragang_wetlands
• www.facebook.com/kooragangvolunteers


