
2012—The Year in Review 
What a fantastic year we have had at Kooragang 
Wetlands during 2012! Volunteers were given the 

opportunity to participate in a range of exciting 
courses and events, as well as being extremely 

productive out in the field. Activities included: 
Back to the River Family Festival 
First Aid Training 

Fire Awareness Training 
Photography for Field Work training 

Hexham Swamp Tour 
Trivia Night Fundraiser 
Community Gardens Workshop 

Welcome Shorebirds Community Day 
and of course our monthly tree planting days.  

 

The staff from the Kooragang 

Wetland Rehabilitation Project would 

like to offer our sincere thanks to all 

our wonderful volunteers who have 

assisted us during 2012. The success 

of the project is largely due to your 

dedication, commitment and passion.  

We would like to wish all our 

volunteers a very Merry Christmas 

and we look forward to working with 

you  in 2013.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Kooragang Wetlands Update: SUMMER 2012/13 

December: 
 Wednesday December 12 2012 
 Volunteer Thank you Breakfast 

 Schoolmasters House, Ash Island  
 RSVP 4964 9308 

 Ramsar/Sister Wetland Photographic  
 Exhibition, Schoolmasters House 

 December 1st—January 4th 
 Rosie Heritage Butterflies and Bushland 
 Print Exhibition/Sale  

 Hunter Region Botanic Gardens 

January: 
 Sunday 20 January 2012 

Kooragang Landcare Volunteer 
Planting Day 

8:30am 
Ash Island 

Morning tea provided. Call 4964 9308 

February: 
 Sunday 17 February 2012 
 Kooragang Landcare Volunteer 
 Planting Day 

 8:30am 
 Ash Island 

 Morning tea provided. Call 4964 9308  

Calendar of 

Upcoming Events 

Congratulations to Bob Seal! His work 

“Wetland Planting Day” has been 

shortlisted in the Open Art Category 

of the WetlandCare Australia National 

Art and Photography Competition. 

Shortlisted entries will be exhibited at 

the Hunter Wetlands Centre during 

February.       
 

 



 

Shorebirds at Stockton Sandspit 
Hundreds of shorebirds attended the 
community event Welcome Shorebirds, held 

at Stockton Sandspit on Sunday 18 
November. There was an impressive diversity 

of species including Bar-tailed Godwits, 
Eastern Curlews, Red-capped Plovers, Red-
necked Avocets and a rare Grey Plover. The 

event was coordinated by the CMA and the 
Hunter Bird Observers Club provided 

telescopes and bird talks on the day to 
interested bird watchers. Displays and 
interactive activities were provided by 

National Parks, WetlandCare Australia, 
Waterwatch and Kooragang Wetland 

Rehabilitation Project staff and volunteers.   
 
The Sandspit is an internationally significant 

site for shorebirds and the annual event aims 
to increase the community’s awareness and 

understanding of the area. The Bar-tailed 
Godwit and the Grey Plover travel from as far 

as the Arctic Circle to spend the summer 
season in the Hunter River Estuary, feeding 
and resting at the Sandspit for the long 

journey back to their breeding sites in Siberia 
and Alaska. 

 

It is important for the birds to rest with as 

little disturbance as possible to build their 

strength for the return flight. The Sandspit is 

a popular collection site for green weed used 

for bait for fishing. Recently signs have been 

erected to direct the collection of bait away 

from the bird roost areas, and green weed is 

available free of charge from the weed tank 

on Ash Island. For more information about the 

green weed tank please contact the 

Kooragang Wetlands on 4964 9308.  

School students lend a helping hand 
Enthusiastic students from Linuwel School at East 
Maitland spent 4 days at Kooragang Wetlands as 

part of their Geography studies. The Year 7 
students participated in a range of hands-on 

activities while learning about the rehabilitation 

project and the importance of healthy wetlands.  

As part of the CMA’s marine debris Caring for our 
County grant, the students participated in two 

clean-up activities in the mangroves. Equipment 
and data sheets were supplied by the Tangaro 
Blue Foundation, a not-for-profit organisation 

focused on the health of the marine environment 

and coordinator of a national database. 

In two one hour sessions, the students collected 
82kgs of rubbish, including 140 plastic drink 

bottles, 100 glass bottles and jars, 80 aluminium 
cans, plastic and foam packaging, lots of thongs 

and a bike tyre. Every piece of rubbish collected 
was recorded by the students on data sheets and 
the bags were weighed. This information was 

submitted to the Australian Marine Debris 
Initiative, a national database used to record and 

track marine debris, and help find practical 

solutions to the issue. 

 

 

 

 

Kooragang Wetland from a different 

angle 
Kooragang Wetland volunteers leapt at the chance 
to sharpen up their photography skills at  the 
creative photography skills workshop.  
 

With cameras of all shapes and sizes the 16 
volunteers enthusiastically put their learning to 

task. Course instructor Martin McGrevy from 
Concept Creative Communications, gave valuable 
tips on how to capture the beauty of the 

surrounding environment from different aspects. 
Take a look at some of the volunteer ‘artworks’ 

produced through the workshop on the CMA’s 
FlickR site  http://www.flickr.com/photos/hcrcma/

sets/72157631892123716/ 
 

Using grant funding from the Australian 

Government, two cameras and a pair of binoculars 
have been purchased for use by Kooragang 

Volunteers. Please feel free to borrow them from 
the Schoolmasters House any time you are 
undertaking volunteer work at Ash Island. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/hcrcma/sets/72157631892123716/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/hcrcma/sets/72157631892123716/

