
A new direction for Kooragang Wetlands       

In June 2010 ownership of Ash Island, in the 

Hunter Estuary, was officially transferred from the 

State Property Authority to the Department of 

Environment, Climate Change and Water 

(DECCW) through the NSW National Parks and 

Wildlife Service (NPWS).  

Ash Island will soon be gazetted for inclusion as 

part of Hunter Wetlands National Park, ensuring 

the protection of over 620 hectares of interna-

tionally significant wetlands. This will be a signifi-

cant milestone in the 17 year history of the reha-

bilitation of Kooragang Wetlands and Ash Island. 

This important rehabilitation work of KWRP will 

carry on under license to NPWS to implement 

ecosystem restoration works according to the 

KWRP Management Plan. The project will continue 

to operate from the Visitor Information Centre 

(Schoolmaster's House) on Ash Island.  

The partnership between the CMA and NPWS 

brings two like-minded departments together 

with a shared vision to provide important protec-

tion for fauna and flora within the Hunter Estuary.  

The Kooragang volunteers, have worked tirelessly 

to achieve significant environmental improve-

ments on Ash Island. The KWRP volunteer pro-

gram will continue and will complement the Na-

tional Parks Discovery program that will bring ex-

citing new educational opportunities to the activi-

ties already offered on Ash Island.  

As land managers NPWS will be responsible for 

infrastructure improvements, visitor facilities, 

walking tracks, picnic facilities and signage, as 

well as undertaking flora and fauna conservation, 

pest species management, Aboriginal and historic 

heritage conservation, recreation and educational 

activities.  

A Plan of Management for the Hunter Wetlands 

National Park is being developed, incorporating 

the Kooragang and Hexham Nature Reserves and 

newly transferred additions of Ash, Hexham and 

Campbell Islands.  

 

Kooragang Wetlands:  October 2010 
A new face on the farm 

The CMA was happy to welcome a new member to the 

team in August. Simon Carroll has taken on the role of 

Kooragang City Farm Officer. Simon has 12 years' ex-

perience at Lake Macquarie Council and was Supervisor 

at the Teralba Worm Farm for 10 years.  

Simon takes over the reigns from long-time farm man-

ager Rob Henderson, who recently took on a new role 

at the CMA managing the Hunter Hot Spots project. 

One of Simon’s first undertakings was to attend a three 

day Holistic Farm Management seminar in Mudgee, run 

by Milkwood Permaculture.  One of the key elements of 

this seminar was alternative livestock management - 

how to use cattle as a tool to improve the quality of 

pastures, something very relevant to the KWRP farm.  

Welcome aboard Simon. 

  

 November: 
 Sunday 21 November 2010 

8:30am—10.30am 

Kooragang Landcare volunteers 

 Planting Day 

 Morning tea provided 

Volunteer Planting Day: 

Spring Schedule 



 

 
 

 

VOLUNTEER OPORTUNITY 
Tracking a Mysterious Microbat…. 

 

What:   Radio tracking Mormopterus norfolkensis  

When:  15 November - 24 December 2010 
  The project is dependant on timing radio-tracking to coincide with 
  just after females have given birth so that the start date maybe   
  delayed by a couple of weeks 
Where: Kooragang Wetlands and surrounding areas 
Contact: If you are interested, contact Anna McConville at    
  anna.mcconville@uon.edu.au or on 0423801779 to register your 
  interest and receive further information 

Viva la France...Viva la France...Viva la France...Viva la France...    
It does seem to becoming most evident to members of the KWRP team - staff and 
volunteers, that it now seems to be a bit of a prerequisite of employment here to 
plan and take extensive, touring holidays of the beautiful provinces of France…  It 
can be asked if Heloise may have had something to do with this, after her 2009 
visit and  perhaps it was she who originally planted the “Gaullic seed”.   
 
Peg and her family have just returned from a wonderful two month vacation, trav-
elling throughout the regions of France.  Prior to heading over to France, Peggy 
made a  stop to visit family in the United States and they finished their family vaca-
tion with a scenic visit to Scotland and the Lakes District before Peggy returned 
back to work at Kooragang the first week of October. 
  
Of course the itinerary didn’t entirely centred around eating smelly cheese, crusty     
baguettes and washing it down liberally with local wine.  Some work was involved 
to justify such touristy frivolity.  Peg was in France to address the Society of Eco-
logical Restoration (European Chapter) conference in Avignon.  

Kooragang Wetlands Spring 
School Holiday Program 

The Kooragang Wetlands Wildlife Warriors Spring School Holiday program held activities for 
children and their parents over the two week school holiday break recently.  Activities included a 
National Parks & Wildlife Services Aboriginal Discovery Bush Art with Ranger Gary.  Children 
got to try their hand at Aboriginal painting, whilst learning about the cultural significance of art. 

Activities also included a Photographic Scavenger Hunt - where children and parents got tips from our professional staff on 
becoming a great wildlife photographer, whilst exploring the Kooragang Wetlands like an environmental detective. 
 

The CMA Waterwatch team also joined us for a day of       
fun, with the children immersing  themselves in the  
wonderful world of water and Waterwatch. The children 
learned how to    test water, using real, scientific field 
equipment and discovered how mangroves act as a filter. 

Photo:  Peggy and daughter Kirra enjoying Paris  


