
June, 2008 

Kooragang Tidings 

Our heartfelt thanks to on-going partners who support the work of our volunteers and others working `on the ground’ to 

make things happen at Kooragang Wetlands:  Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority, NSW Department of 

Environment and Climate Change (Estuary Management Program; National Parks and Wildlife Service), Newcastle City 

Council, Kooragang Landcare Volunteers, NSW Department of Primary Industries (Fisheries),, Australian Government’s 

Natural Heritage Trust and Envirofund and EnergyAustralia,  

Other contributors:  Hunter Bird Observers Club, The University of Newcastle, Australian Catholic University and other 

universities, Hunter Water Corporation, Landcare Australia, Work for the Dole, Dilmah, Dabryce training.   

Kooragang Performance Story: The Federal 

government has been evaluating a new method of 

assessing the outcomes of various environmental 

projects that they fund through the Natural Heritage 

Trust.  The Kooragang Project was one of four in the 

country to trial this evaluation method.  The 

assessment is being run by Hassall Consultants Pty 

Ltd. The six stage process has been fascinating and a 

real chance to take stock and re-evaluate what has 

been achieved and where gaps still exist. have been 

running the assessment. The stage involved discussion 

of goals, setting out the program logic, undertaking a 

data trawl to establish what is known about the project; 

identifying key people to interview, training for and 

carrying out some 70  interviews; sitting of a scientific 

panel to determine gaps in our knowledge and 

undertakings; holding of a Summit Workshop where 

the best of the Performance Stories are chosen for the 

final written report.  The Summit Workshop was held 

June 4th.  

Upcoming Events for 2008: 
 

Jun 3         Kooragang Performance Story Summit   

 Workshop 

Jun 4+5     Planet Savers – Activity at HWCA 

Jun 7         Newcastle Cross Country run- Ash Island 

Jul 11        World Christian Youth Planting Day 

Jul 20        Corridor Connections – planting day  

Aug 17       Corridor Connections – planting day  

Sep 21       Corridor Connections – planting day 

Oct 19        Corridor Connections – planting day  

Nov 16       Corridor Connections – planting day  
 

The projects photographic record sets it apart from 

most. The before and after photos of an area where 

saltmarsh and mangrove were enhanced. Fuller report 

to follow. 
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Green Corps team with a passion for Juncus - 

removal:    The Kooragang Project is extremely 

fortunate to currently have on site a team of young 

people who don’t mind a tug of war with the odd 

Juncus acutus plant.  Following on from the work 

funded by Australian Government’s National 

Landcare Program, the Hawkesbury Nepean CMA 

and the Hunter Central Rivers CMA the CMA's 

Incentives scheme which is funded through the 

Australian Government’s Natural Heritage Trust 

program to remove a total of 7 ha of Juncus acutus 

from intertidal wetlands and so restore 1.3 km of 

riverbank stretching from Schoolhouse Road/Scotts 

Way corner all the way around to Riverside Park on 

the North Arm of the Hunter River. While an 

excavator was used in areas where large expanses 

of the exotic rush existed.  Where the exotic rush 

was intermixed with native rush, Juncus kraussii, Bill, 

Paul, Ron and Peter, our ticket holding volunteers, 

used small earth moving equipment to tease the 

`bad’ from the `good’. The green Corps team led by 

Mark……. Has been removing hard to get to Juncus 

acutus (spiny rush) and planting Juncus krausii 

(native rush).   

Quality monitoring of water on Kooragang 

Wetlands: Following the call for volunteers to help 

monitor water quality using a Senior Waterwatch Kit 

obtained through funding from Dilmah.  Les 

Armstrong arrived on the scene and has been 

monitoring various waterbodies across the site on a 

monthly basis.  His results are uploaded onto the 

waterwatch website and make for interesting 

reading.  He has been recently joined by Matthew 

Yeoh and together they have divided the sampling 

sites between them.  Matthew doubles up as a chef 

for our monthly volunteer planting days with the 

corn and chicken soup going down real well on a 

bitterly cold morning at the Stockton Sandspit 

recently. (Terry was happy to have a break from his 

work with the tongs.) 
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Update on Shores Galore and Snipes: Work is well 

underway on the Australian Government’s Natural 

Heritage Trust funded Hunter-Central Rivers CMA 

incentive project. The paddock containing ephemeral 

freshwater wetlands west of The Lane near the north 

arm of the Hunter River in which 16 Latham Snipe were 

sen a year ago has been growing lushly with water 

ribbons and Cumbungi much in evidence.  Part of the 

grant has been to move the fence and install a gate so 

that the cattle can be kept in this freshwater wetland, 

not out. The wetland paddock was enlarged and the 

gate installed. The Project’s finest resident wetland 

managers, City Farm’s herd of 90 Hereford steers, was 

introduced to the paddock for two days only.  During 

this time they greatly reduced the biomass of the 

grasses and rushes there. (see before /after photos). 

We are waiting with bated breath to see if this action 

results in increased observations of Latham Snipe.  

Boardwalk Extension: The Green Corps team 

have further demonstrated they don’t mind mixing 

with mud, by building an extension of a boardwalk 

across an ephemeral fresh/brackish wetland.  You 

may have noticed in the last newsletter a photo that 

showed volunteers walking on water (well actually 

the boardwalk was some 7cm underwater).  Since 

June 2007 the ground hasn’t dried up as much as 

anticipated and indeed there have been several 

more heavy rains sufficient to continue the need for 

gumboots on a number of internal tracks.   

Picnic Spots get a workout: 

The picnic facilities placed along the North arm 

of the Hunter River are proving extremely 

popular with visitors. Funded by Newcastle 

City Council they are greatly improving the 

amenity of the site. 
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At last a Wetland Model! 

Since its inception in 1993, the Kooragang Wetland 

Rehabilitation Project has had as one of its aims `to 

create wetland models for use at other wetlands’. 

This noble ideal has remained largely unrealized.  

Unrealized that is until the arrival of Tara Morgan, a 

student from UTS to pursue her research into 

………………………………………………….. 

At the end of a day in the `field’ Tara arrived back at 

the office to return the key. It was then we realized 

the perfect wetland model had finally been created.  
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Volunteer News:  Our wonderful volunteers 

continue to support the Kooragang Project.  Graphic 

design, water monitoring, general farm work, and 

record keeping have been added to the list of the 

myriad of jobs and tasks undertaken by volunteers 

under the guidance of Terry in the field, Rob on the 

farm and Peggy and Sue in the office. Volunteers 

continue their enormous contribution to the project.  

In the six months to June they have achieved the 

propagation and planting of over 4,500 indigenous 

plants, general lawn mowing, path maintenance, 

boardwalk and infrastructure repairs, sign 

installation, rubbish and target-weed removal, fence 

repairs, library cataloguing, database creating, 

record keeping, water monitoring, bird monitoring 

and much, much more…Thank you to each and 

every one of our wonderful volunteers.  

Canteen Kids fly at Kooragang:  The Rebel 

Flying Club which leases an area of Ash Island for 

the flying of model aeroplanes, held a special day 

for canteen kids and their families there on 16th 

March.  It was a very colourful well attended day 

with music and BBQ to boot.  The gliders and tiger 

moths etc were dwarfed, both in size and noise, 

and indeed excitement caused by, the arrival of 

the Westpac rescue helicopter.  (This mission 

thankfully had not been preceded by a 000 call.) 

The day coincided with the Project’s Volunteer 

planting day, enabling each group to see a little 

more of what the other does.    



We are certainly `Bugwise’-er now. 

A small but enthusiast band, a trio in fact (Elisabeth, 

Christine and Sue), joined all too briefly by the up 

and coming (and then off to full-time employment) 

Ronnie, set out on monthly inspections of four 

different sections of our main revegetated area, 

Scotts Point Rainforest during summer and autumn.  

Following protocols set up by The Australian 

Museum we discovered that the diversity of spiders 

increased as the habitat changed from grassland to 

shrubs under two metres tall to larger trees but then 

fell a little in the most mature of the remnants.  

While the results varied a little form month to month 

a typical finding is as follows: We found about 8 

different web types in the grasslands increasing to 

11 in the shrubs and 15 in the 8 year old forest with 

the number dropping back to around 10 in the most 

mature forests. Highlight for the team was the 

finding of a perfectly formed `Witches Hat’ web. 

Unfortunately Elisabeth didn’t have her camera with 

her that day – but she has made amends by 

supplying us with fabulous photos of many other 

spiders she has spied on the Scotts Point Walk. If 

you wish to take part in next year Bugwise survey, 

then please give the office a call (ph: 49649308).   
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International Visitors: A group of Water 

managers from China visited in        while 

indigenous natural resource managers from New 

Zealand came in May.   

In what was a first, a group of foreign students 

here to do an English language course visited 

and were intrigued by the mangrove boardwalk. 

But this impressive structure was definitely 

upstaged by the large orb spiders that had taken 

up development rights just metres above the 

boardwalk and over the step leading to the back 

verandah of the Schoolmasters House.   

NZ visitors impressed by the size of orb spiders over the 

boardwalk. `Never seen one of those as big as that before!’ 

Stumped, but hopefully not for long:  Evidence 

that the past was different than today is seen in a 

number of places on Ash Island.  A number of large 

long dead tree stumps decorate a vast expanse of 

saltmarsh in the southern part of the island.  Could 

these be the remains of rainforest trees known to 

have grown, and are still in evidence on the northern 

part of the island?  If so how long ago did they die, 

how old were they and intriguingly what species are 

they? 

Pursuing answers to these questions have been 

overshadowed by the need to do the long term and 

day to day managing of Kooragang Wetlands. Along 

comes a volunteer, Les Armstrong whose curiousity 

was also pricked.  Several enquiries to forestry 

personnel, (names??) field inspections and removal 

of samples for analysis and we are closer to solving 

the puzzle…but that will have to wait for the next 

newsletter   

New eyes: Graphic designer volunteer, James Malcomson 

brings a perspective to mangroves. 
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Corridor Connections: Revegetating the Hunter 

estuary riparian zone:  Kooragang Wetlands was 

successful in attracting funding in the recently 

announced Envirofund Round 10. Funding will 

support our monthly planting days for the next 18 

months.  It will enable site preparation, as well as the 

supply of plants, bags and refreshments for volunteer 

planters.  
 

Volunteer Planting Days Jan 2008 to June 2008 
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DATE TIME CAR PARK ACTIVITY 

Jan 20 8.30am Entrance (1) In-fill and understorey planting, Juncus kraussii 

Feb17 8.30am Entrance (1) In-fill and understorey planting, Juncus kraussii 

Mar 16 9.30am Scotts Way (2) Woodland/Rainforest planting 

Apr 20 9.30am Hexham Swamp* (3) Planting 

May 18 9.30am Scotts Way (2) Woodland/Rainforest planting 

Jun 15 9.30am Stockton Sandspit* (5) Planting and weeding 

When’s a good time to visit Stockton 

Sandspit?  This is a question we are 

often asked and until recently we have 

advised that two hours either side of high 

tide is the best time to see the masses of 

shorebirds that gather there during the 

summer months. We then came across a 

piece written by Hunter Bird Observers 

Club member, Tom Clarke.  Tom has 

adopted this little patch of the Hunter 

estuary and can be seen once or twice a 

week weeding or observing the avian 

goings-on at the sandspit.  The piece he 

wrote is too long to reproduce here, but is 

fascinating enough to be of interest to a 

wider audience.  It will be uploaded onto 

Kooragang’s website and is well worth a 

read for all who have even a vague 

interest in lives governed by the tides. 

You’ll find it at: www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au/ 

kooragang/TTD_birdwatch/StocktonSS 

Enjoy. 

* Maps to 3 and 5 to be supplied closer to the date. 

Planting 

understorey 

Nov ‘06 
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Avocets, Stilts and Eastern Curlews gather at Stockton Sandspit, one 

of three sites the Kooragang Project helps manage. Photo: C. Herbert 


