
Kooragang Tidings
Kooragang Wetland Rehabilitation Project

Hunter-Central Rivers CMA

Priv. Bag 2010, PATERSON NSW 2421

www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au/kooragang

July, 2006

Our heartfelt thanks to on-going partners who support the fantastic work of our volunteers and others working `on the ground’ to make 

things happen at Kooragang Wetlands:  Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority (HCRCMA), NSW Dept. Natural 

Resources (DNR), Newcastle City Council (NCC), Port Stephens Council (PSC), NSW Dept. Primary Industries (Fisheries), NSW 

Dept.Environment & Conservation (DEC) (National Parks and Wildlife Service).  Contributions by Port Waratah Coal Services, Energy 

Australia, Banrock Station, Regional Land Management Corporation (RLMC) and community groups such as, Hunter Bird Observers 

Club (HBOC), Society of Frogs and Reptiles (SOFAR), Hunter Wetlands Centre, as well as tertiary students and individual volunteers 

have also been of tremendous help. Thank you one and all!

The value of Kooragang Wetlands as a unique natural 
asset for the community has been recognized by 
Newcastle City Council.  The Council recently voted to 
continue their partnership and funding contribution to 
the Kooragang Project. We are grateful that this enables 
us to continue to provide high quality open space for 
the community.

Launching of Kooragang City Farm jetty: The jetty that 

was built in November 2004 near the end of The Lane at 

Riverside Park was officially opened 23 February, 2006 by 
the Member for Port Stephens, John Bartlett, representing 

the Minister Department of Natural Resources, Ian 

Macdonald. The jetty has increased tourism opportunities for 

Kooragang Wetlands by allowing access from the river.  

John Bartlett MP and representatives of contributing 

organizations at the jetty launch.

Passengers disembark at City Farm jetty for a bus 

tour of Kooragang Wetlands.

New birds found at Kooragang Wetlands: A pair of Grass 

Owls were discovered in the north-eastern part of Kooragang 

Wetlands in February this year. This brought the number of 

threatened species on Ash Island to 27. It also brought 

excited local and not so local birdwatchers out on several full 

moonlit nights to catch a glimpse at these birds rarely seen 

so far south.  Their patience was richly rewarded.  

Stop press: Three Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos were seen 

flying above the trees near the Old Dairy today (7/7/2006).  

These birds have not been recorded on Ash Island since 
records began in 1980, and brings to 184 the total number of 

bird species known to be supported by this area.

More Birding News: A family of Buff-banded Rail took up 

residence near the City Farm community gardens in the 

early months of the year, providing much interest to 

birdwatchers and gardeners alike.

It was another big year for Yellow Wagtail on Ash Island with 

up to 6 spotted at one time during February and March 2006. 

Those of you who are keen to tick off bird species you have 

seen will be interested to know that Yellow Wagtails have 

been split into three races.  Members of the Hunter Bird 

Observers Club inform us that those seen on Ash Island are 

mainly of the race simillima, but sometimes they are taivana

birds.  These are going to become, respectively, the 

Kamchatka Wagtail and the Green-headed Wagtail. See if 

you can spot the difference…or even be one of the lucky 

ones that can spot either!  Finally, Nev McNaughton has 

recently seen three Striped Honey-eaters flitting about Nev’s

Nook, an area he and other volunteers have been nurturing 
since rainforest plants were used to expand the vegetation 

around a mature Ash Tree. Though on the birdlist for Ash 

Island, this bird had not been seen in recent years.  

Buff-banded Rail

Already a number of tour operators have added a bus tour of 

Ash Island to their river cruise resulting in satisfied customers 

all round. In between tours, an increasing number of fishers 

appreciate the jetty as a great place to try their luck.  



Kooragang part of the Gateway Project: The Gateway 

Project is a marketing concept to promote the Hunter 

Estuary as a nature based tourism destination by 

positioning The Wetlands Centre as the entry point or 

‘gateway’ to the Hunter Estuary.  Kooragang Wetlands is 

participating in the project as it is an excellent opportunity 

for places within the Hunter Estuary to collectively market 

their unique and diverse landscapes to the tourism market. 

As a concrete first step a map of the Hunter estuary will be 

created showing each of the participating destinations.  

This same map will be in prominence at the various 

participating places around the estuary. 

Visitors to Kooragang: In addition to bushwalking clubs, 

birdwatchers, Probus and other social clubs that have visited 

Ash Island this year, we recently welcomed some 170 

runners from the Newcastle Cross Country Club who 

pounded the pavement along the City Farm cycleway and 

Scott’s Point area during their 2.5, 5 or 10kms run.  Many 

were new to the site and vowed to return at a more leisurely 

pace another day.  

Kooragang hosted a brief visit by 20 delegates from South 

Korea – most were from the Ministry for the Environment 

and local government. They had come to see how 

environmental conservation can be managed in an 

industrial area.  They were particularly interested in the role 

volunteers played in the process.

Top: Runners mass at the start of the 

race.   Left: A runner passes a check-

point at Riverside Park.

Delegates inspect our mangrove boardwalk during their visit.

What’s in a name?  Many visitors to Ash Island assume that 

the name `Ash’ derived from the industrial ash they think 

must have fallen or been dumped on the island as local 

industry expanded.  Nothing could be further from the truth. 

The early European settlers were impressed by a tree that 

grew in quantity on the island at the time.  This tree, which 

today is called Elaeocarpus obovatus or Hard Quandong has 

timber which is white, tough and easy to work.  This timber 
reminded early settlers of northern hemisphere Ash trees, 

and so they gave this name to the island…and then 

proceeded to cut most of the Red Cedars and Ash Trees 

down.  Only 9 Ash trees survived on Ash Island in 1993 

when KWRP commenced restoration of the site. Despite the 

Ash being notoriously difficult to propagate and slow to grow, 

we have planted some 200 Ash trees over the past ten years 

and now have at least 20 more reaching a reasonable size.

Happy fisher and environment: The project has been 

encouraging fishermen to leave their cars in the carparks

that have been as part of the rehabilitation process created 

at Kooragang Wetlands, to help minimize erosion of 

riverbanks.  This request has not always been well 

received, with fishers complaining they can’t take all the 

things they need with them.  This happy fisher and his mate 

have come up with the perfect solution.  They can enjoy an 

afternoon’s fishing on the North Arm without sacrificing 

comfort or riverbank. Next time, we hope to snap them with 

a nice big fish on the hook! 

A fisher with a modified handy wheel-all that is perfect for 

fishing at Kooragang.

Recreation – making new tracks: In response to requests 

from birdwatchers, we have expanded the walking tracks 

network in the northern section of Ash Island to allow 

walkers to cut through pasture to connect the Casuarina 

grove along the north arm of the river with the main rain-

forest remnant further south.  These tracks which lie just 

inside fenced off wetland areas increase walking/bird 

watching options, but are not suitable for cyclists.  Trees 

and shrubs are being planted beside old drain lines to 
increase habitat and shade in these wide open spaces.  

The Happy Wanderers gather for their tour.



Volunteer(s) Matter(s): The last six months have whizzed 

past and it’s July already!  Where has the year gone?  

What’s been happening behind the scenes at KWRP.  We 

have several new volunteers on-site.  A very warm welcome 

to all our new regular 2006 volunteers: Alan, John, Neville, 

Edmund, Anthony, Pat, Julie, Mark, Peter and Twalib.

Elisabeth, Bea, Jan and I have been busy propagating lots of 

new plants at NCC’s Greening Centre.  We were successful 

in striking cuttings of the Elaeocarpus obovatus or Ash Tree 

and have several specimens coming along nicely. 

KWRP will be hosting a one day accredited Senior First Aid 

course on July 19.  This course, which is free for volunteers 

of Kooragang Wetlands and Hunter Wetlands Centre, is 

booked out.  If you are interested in attending a future 

course, please ring Lyn on 49649308 or 49516466.

Koora Gang Landcare volunteers have now received the 

grant funds for our new `Safety in the Bush’ gear. So 

hopefully there will soon be some very smart looking 

volunteers working around Kooragang Wetlands.

Thank you everyone for the time and effort you contribute to 

the project - 9370 hours this financial year – amazing effort. 

It’s 11pm and I have to get up early tomorrow to go 

mangrove plucking with members of HBOC to improve 

shorebird habitat near Milham’s Pond Ash Island tomorrow 

so I’d better sign off.  

Regards, 
Lynette Lambert, Volunteer Co-ordinator

In April, Chris Herbert gave another 

excellent talk on Bush Birds of the 

Hunter Region for Hunter Wetlands 

Centre and KWRP volunteers and staff. 

Chris is very entertaining and really 
knows his birds. If you have missed the 

last two then make sure you get to the 

next one on Friday September 8th.

Chris takes a break. Photo: Inger van Dyke

Sunday volunteers revegetate a mound near Nev’s Nook.

Innovation augers well for volunteers: To paraphrase a 

certain British wartime PM: `Never before have so many 

(volunteers) owed so much (been so grateful) to so few (one 

little auger)’.  The introduction of a petrol powered auger 

(thanks to a loan from Port Stephens Council) to pre-dig 

most of the holes at our monthly planting days, has brought 

broad smiles to the faces of our erstwhile volunteers to say 
nothing of relief to their backs. We have applied for a grant to

purchase our own auger in the not too distant future. 

Boat for bird surveys and other volunteer activities:
Each month, volunteers from Hunter Bird Observers Club 

(HBOC) in conjunction with Koora-Gang Landcare survey 

shorebirds in the wetlands of the Hunter Estuary much of 

which is Ramsar-listed, internationally significant wetlands.  

In May, the Kooragang wetland Rehabilitation Project 

officially welcomed a boat, sponsored by Price Waterhouse 

Cooper (via Landcare Australia Limited), that will allow 

volunteers to survey areas not easily approached by land. 

The new boat will also be used to reach previously 

inaccessible parts of Kooragang Wetlands which will assist 

research, monitoring and rubbish removal in out of the way 

but crucial areas. 

Terry and HBOC 

members learn the 
ropes of boat handling.

Grants that are keeping restoration going: Our 

Restitching the Quilt Envirofund grant has been completed 

with re-contouring of ponds and establishment of habitat 
features for Green and Golden Bell Frog and the planting of 

3000 water plants in and around the Scotts Point ponds to 

enhance conservation of GGBF.

Supported by funding from Newcastle City Council we (with 

the help of Koora-Gang, CVA and Belmont TAFE volunteers) 

have finished planting 10,000 trees and shrubs to increase 

the biodiversity of Kooragang Wetlands, and hence of the 

local government area. 

CVA volunteers help plant out dairy triangle.

Ponds at Scotts Point enhanced for GGBF.

Representatives 
from Price Water-

house Cooper 
HBOC and 

KWRP welcome 

the boat to 
Kooragang 

Wetlands



Work for dole giving Kooragang Wetlands a makeover:
The great work done by our site maintenance volunteers 

under the guidance of KWRP caretaker,Terry Sullivan, has 
been greatly enhanced by two teams of Work for the Dole 

people supervised by Nikkii McCombie and Paul Cusack

through Wesley Mission.  These teams have been hard 

working and making a big difference to the site.  One team 

has been cleaning up the pathway and surrounding area 

through our main rainforest area west of the Old Dairy and 

relocating signs to more appropriate plant specimens. 

Elsewhere they have debagged and de-staked earlier 

plantings, planted trees and shrubs, placed sleeper markers 

in the Community Garden carpark and built several small 

footbridges. 

The other team is rebuilding an extensive vehicular 

bridge along the City Farm cycleway so that, in addition 

to cyclists and walkers no longer having to get their feet 

wet, we can once more take guided tours in minibuses to 

the area. Thanks to Nikkii, Paul and their teams for a 

great effort– well done.

WFD team relocating signs and building footbridges in Scotts

Point area.

WFD team building form work for new bridge.

Raptor perch to help battle hares: Our community garden 

workers have wire netting and garden stake fences to stop 

hares damaging the vegetables they grow. Now they are 

pinning their hopes on another section of the animal world: 

raptors or birds of prey.  A modified telegraph pole was erected
in the garden in April in the hope it would attract raptors to keep 

watch over the garden.  We are happy to report that we have at 

least reached stage one: a raptor was recently sighted using 

the pole as a perch.  Alas the bird was only a Nankeen Kestrel 

and probably a bit small to menace a hare, but at least it’s a 

start! (NB. Hares unlike rabbits do not burrow and hence are 

more difficult to control. They generally do not occur in sufficient 

numbers to cause much damage but they are part of the reason 

why we bag and stake each plant when we in revegetate an 

area.  Such a practice is not practical in our veggie gardens –

hence the need for some lateral thinking.)

A raptor perch is lifted into position at City Farm community gardens.

HOGS delight in garden: The Community Gardens on City 

Farm have been host to a series of on-going education/field-

days held by Hunter Organic Growers Society (HOGS). The 

days have been very successful with participants learning how 

to make compost, create no soil garden beds, plant potatoes 

and create herb gardens among other things.   

New brochure for Kooragang City Farm: There is no 

longer any excuse for getting lost on City Farm with the 

advent of our new colour brochure featuring a large map 

showing walking trails, cycleways, fences, points of interest 

etc.  Make sure you pick one up from Kooragang Wetlands 

Information Centre when next you are there, or download a 

copy from our website.

New website online: The long awaited overhaul of the 

Project’s website has finally occurred and it has been 

uploaded onto the net. Please check it out and get back 

to us with your feedback and suggestions for updates.  

We hope to be continually adding to this site – so keep 
returning every month or so.  In particular we hope to 

have a more frequently changing volunteer section with 

photos etc).   www.hcr.cma.nsw.gov.au/kooragang

Rivers reflections at City Farm Jetty.



Not just Sunday…but any day’s a good day to volunteer at Kooragang Wetlands:
Site Maintenance:
Mondays through to Fridays - any time between 8am and 2pm (tools and ice cold water supplied, BYO lunch)

Bush Regeneration: 

Wednesdays – any time between 8am and 2pm (tools and ice cold water supplied, BYO lunch)
Community Garden on City Farm 

Tuesdays and Fridays – any time between 8am and 2pm (tools& ice cold water supplied, BYO lunch)
Phone (02) 4964 9308 for details.

Volunteer Planting Days July 2006 to Nov 2006 

The remainder of the Sunday planting days this year will be spent in the Scott’s Point - City Farm area. Some of them will be 

spent planting understorey species in areas along the riverbank that were originally planted in 1998-2000.  For those who did 

the original plantings, this will be a great opportunity to see how they have gone.  Others should be no less amazed.  On other 

days we will be expanding the area of previous plantings along some of the old drainage lines that segment much of the north-

western part of Ash Island.

Planting 600 Rainforest tress and shrubs between Max’s corner

and Scott’s Point (MU2-1,3rf) (5).

Max’s 

Corner

8:30Nov 19th

Planting 500 rainforest and woodland trees and shrubs as shelter

belt near Milham’s farmhouse ruins (MU4-2cf) (4).

Milham’s

Farm

9:30Oct 15th

Planting 750 rainforest and woodland trees and shrubs 

near old dairy and out lying old figs(MU3-2cf) (3). 

Old Dairy9:30Sep 17th

Planting 500 understorey plants along previous riverbank 

plantings, east of she-oak grove (MU3-2rf) (2).

Scott’s 

Point

9:30Aug 20th

Planting 580 understorey plants along previous riverbank 

plantings, navigation triangle (MU2-2rf) (1) & east of she-oak 

grove (MU2-3rf) (2)

Scott’s 

Point

9:30July 16th

TYPE OF ACTIVITY

Map ref. – see below

CAR 

PARK

TIME

(am)

DATE

Catchment Action Plan Incentive grants:  KWRP has two 

grants in progress which enhance the riparian corridor. One 

has completed removal of Spiny Rush (Juncus acutus) from 

41 ha of wetlands with the resulting mounds being flattened, 

covered in topsoil and planted with floodplain species and is 

continuing to enhance native shelter belt vegetation on City 

farm sites. The other grant involves planting riparian 

understorey and groundcover species in the Scott’s Point 

area. Good starts have been made on both grants and the 

rest of our Sunday volunteer planting days for this year will 

concentrate on revegetation for these grants.

1 2

3

4
5

Max’s 
Corner        

11 22

33

44
55

Max’s 
Corner        

Juncus removal near Scotts Point



Seeing is believing: Early European settlers of Ash Island and their visitors waxed lyrical about the wonderful variety of 

nature (biodiversity) they saw around them.  Ash Island was described as a great place from which to collect a vast array of 

plant and bird specimens (Leichhardt in 1842 and Gould in 1839, respectively) .  Thereafter followed clearing for farming, then 
later dredging, draining and other alterations to how water could flow over the islands of the Hunter estuary.  Visitors to Ash 

Island in the early 1990s would have had a hard time recognizing that those glowing descriptions referred to the same place 

that then confronted their eyes.  But now some 12 years after the Kooragang project began its transformative work, some of 

that early variety of plants and wildlife are once more in evidence.  The following selection of before and after photos will help 

you see for yourself.

Overgrazed wetland in 1995. Wetands thrive under City Farm management, 2003.

Radar Buildings and degraded pasture in 1993. This spot is now an arboretum and picnic area. Photo: 2002.

Mosquito-breeding, hoof-riddled mud in 1993. Flourishing saltmarsh and night-time roosting site for 
shorebirds by 2002.  

One of three rainforest remnants on Ash Island in 1993. Pittosporum revolutum, one of many rainforest species 

re-introduced to Ash Island since 1996.


