Hunter Region Marine Debris Monitoring Program
Features of the program

The Marine Debris Monitoring Program (MDMP) provides a framework to support the design and
implementation of monitoring by individuals and community organisations in the Hunter region and has the
following features:
•
•
•
•

Monitoring which facilitates prevention and early interception of litter
Monitoring opportunities which promote community initiative and ownership
The integration of removal, mitigation and prevention activities into the monitoring process
A model which enables the program to be replicated in other regions

Marine debris in the Hunter region

Figure 1. Marine debris sources in the Hunter LLS region

- Container deposit
scheme (CDS) items
account for 18% of items
in AMDI data collected in
the Hunter region
- The CDS items are
marked as (CDS) in Table
1
- Items in bold have been
associated with wildlife
impacts
Table 1. Top 10 items of marine debris in the Hunter region (Source - Australian Marine
Debris Initiative)

Monitoring
Land-based sources of litter travel through different areas before ending up in the ocean or on the beach.

Figure 2. The path of litter to the ocean
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In order to get a better understanding of where debris is coming from, the monitoring program has identified a
number of monitoring needs and there are some gaps to fill. Some of these gaps are shown in the following
graphic.

Figure 3. Marine debris monitoring gaps in the Hunter LLS region

Individuals and organisations can also bring existing monitoring programs into the MDMP and/or establish
new monitoring initiatives. Details of the monitoring procedure will be available in the Hunter Marine Debris
Monitoring Program document.

Management of the program
MDMP stakeholders will work together to:
-

oversee reporting
provide feedback to monitoring participants
communicate with other stakeholders and interested parties
oversee training and development of resources, and
guide the strategic direction of the program.

The ultimate aim of the program is to reduce the impact of marine debris on our environment, especially the
death and injury of vertebrate marine life. Individuals and organisations are very welcome to participate in the
program. You can find more information at http://hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au/MDMP (Note: this webpage is still
under development) and http://www.tangaroablue.org/
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